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SGA passes
no-tobacco
resolution
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

The Student Government Association's tobaccofree resolution passed Tuesday night at the SGA's
regular weekly meeting.
The vote was unanimous without abstentions.
Kaylee Egerer, Speaker of the Student Senate, said
that when the resolution was first brought up last semester, the information available to the SGA was not thorough enough, so voting was delayed until this semester.
Voting was further delayed by a week to give the
new student senators time to review the resolution,
which would ban all tobacco products from campus
if enacted.
As the resolution states, SGA will only support the
tobacco ban if the requirement for WKU students to
live on campus for at least two years is lifted.

LESLYE DAVIS/HERALD

On Thursday afternoon, the Institute for Citizenship & Social Responsibility on WKU’s campus hosted an American and
Saudi exchange. Fatimah Alrabei and Zainab Nasif, of Saudi Arabia, Fia Brusendorff, of Denmark, sat together in a room
mixed with international and American students who shared their experiences about observing Muslim traditions.

SEE SGA, PAGE 2

Unveiling Culture

WKU prepares
for Parent and
Family Weekend

American, Saudi Arabian women exchange cultures
By RIALDA ZUKIC
news@wkuherald.com

She wore an Army-green scarf with silver
thread wrapped tightly around her head, her hair
completely covered.
She was dressed in a loose-fitting navy blue
sweater, jeans and brown boots — an outfit that
covered most of her body.
What sets this woman, graduate student Lindsey Ardrey, apart from Muslim women at WKU is
that she’s not actually Muslim.
“I don’t think (the hijab) hindered me,” Ardrey
said. “It hindered my thoughts. No one was really
staring at me, no one really cared. It was more my
own perception.”
Ardrey was one of several female American
students who wanted to experience what it was
like to wear a hijab — a traditional Muslim headscarf — and be completely covered for a day.

This was part of the American and Saudi Arabian exchange, where women from both cultures
came together Monday night at the Institute for
Citizenship and Social Responsibility in Garrett
Conference Center. They discussed topics such
as what it’s like to be a Muslim woman, women’s
rights, marriage, cultural stereotypes and more.
The women and some additional guests, including males, returned to Garrett on Thursday afternoon to talk about their experience wearing the
hijab, as well as to discuss other cultural topics
regarding Muslim women’s apparel and cultural
norms in participants' native countries.
“I left my office at 8:30 p.m., and I was walking solo,” Ardrey said. “I thought, ‘Outside of me
being a woman walking alone outside, will I be in
any more danger because I’m wearing this?’”

By RACHAEL WATERS
news@wkuherald.com

Parent and Family Weekend may seem like an
effortless welcome to Hilltoppers’ loved ones, but
in order to make it all happen, various departments
must work together long before the weekend arrives.
Alumni Relations, in coalition with Student Activities and Organizations, Admissions, the Special Events
Office and the Restaurant and Catering Group, plays
host to Parent Weekend every fall. Registration on Friday and Saturday will lead up to Saturday’s events,
including mock classrooms, dorm receptions and the
president’s festival. All festivities will culminate with
the football game against Indiana State at 6 p.m.

SEE EXCHANGE, PAGE 8

SEE PARENT, PAGE 7

WKU program helps veterans adjust before college
By MACIENA JUSTICE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Gerald Mounce, a Cold War
Army and Kentucky National
Guard veteran, had trouble finding a job after his service in the
military.
The Bowling Green native
discovered he needed a college diploma before employers
would hire him.
“I was a mess cook," Mounce
said. "I can cook for two or
25,000 people, but I need that
piece of paper.”
Mounce, who is seeking a
degree in culinary arts, joined
the Veterans Upward Bound, a
program that provides veterans
the assistance they need to enter college after serving in the
military.
Mounce will be attending
Bowling Green Technical College after he adjusts through the
program.
“I’m starting over because I
need a degree to get a job,” he
said.

wkuherald.com
FRI. 73˚/ 51˚

CONTACT:

Rick Wright, a counselor
from Portland, Maine, said Veterans Upward Bound is a federally funded program that has
been a partnership with WKU
since 1992.
“We help veterans get into
college,” Wright said. “We
serve eight counties with the
grant funding. We are the only
program in the state of Kentucky.”
The
Veterans
Upward
Bound program is a free program that is available for any
veteran who is a first-generation college student and has
had a minimum of 180 days of
active service.
Veterans Upward Bound services include classroom refresher courses and support services,
recruiting veterans to the program, and helping students with
scholarships and applications
to be admitted into a secondary
school.
SEE ADJUST, PAGE 7

LUKE SHARRETT/HERALD

Franklin freshman George Noe came to the Hill to pursue a degree in Environmental Health with assistance
from the GI Bill. Noe, who served in the U.S. Army’s 78th Maintenance Company in Germany in 1982, is involved
with VeteransUpward Bound, a campus program designed to help veterans returning to school.
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Q&A with
band Cage
the Elephant
Band to play on campus
Sept. 21 with Manchester
Orchestra as opening act
By CHRIS RUTLEDGE
diversions@wkuherald.com

ABBY O'BRYAN/HERALD

Springﬁeld, Tenn., sophomore Rachel Hoge writes in the online blog she created called The Untamed Tongue. “I’m so passionate
about this blog because it can truly beneﬁt anyone,” Hoge said. “My blog is here to support people who stutter, while informing
non-stutterers about what this disorder really is.”

'Untamed Tongue'
Student blogs to overcome speech impediment
By NATALIE WEST
diversions@wkuherald.com

Rachel Hoge has a lot to say, but she sometimes has
a difficult time expressing herself.
The sophomore from Springfield, Tenn., grew up
with a speech impediment and took speech classes to
help her stutter.
Hoge said her stuttering, a communication disorder
that disrupts the flow of speech, is “like being stuck
inside your own mind.”
The disorder makes it hard for even the people Hoge
loves to understand her or know how to approach her.
But Hoge found a solution through writing when
she started a blog called “The Untamed Tongue” in
order to help those who stutter and those who don’t to
better understand the disorder.
In her blog, Hoge writes about what stuttering is, how
it happens, how it makes her feel and how it affects her
life. She also addresses her entries to others with a stutter, trying to encourage them and help make things better.
“One of the biggest troubles is to not let your stutter
control you,” Hoge said. “You are a person who stutters, but you’re not just a stutterer.”
Initially she disliked the idea of blogging, but after making a connection with a stuttering foundation
in Tennessee, Hoge said that it was great talking to

people who knew what she was going through.
“There are not many resources out there,” Hoge
said. “But I knew I could help.”
As a teenager, Hoge’s stutter grew worse as she became more conscious about the problem.
“It was so hard to have a speech impediment and
not know anyone else who had it who could talk about
it,” she said.
Now as a college student, Hoge said her stutter still
makes school difficult, because some grades are based
on participation, meaning she must start talking.
In the past, the thought of communicating in class
made Hoge so uncomfortable that she learned techniques, such as talking differently or changing tones,
in order to mask her stutter.
It wasn’t until recently that Hoge realized she needs
to stop hiding her stutter.
Hoge said she tells herself “to get over the self-pity,
the nervousness and be who you are.”
Elizabethtown sophomore Cailey Giles met Hoge
in the dorm at WKU and said that she has seen a big
change in her friend since freshman year.
“She is at the point where she has accepted it,” Giles
said, “and there is a huge difference in her confidence.”
SEE TONGUE, PAGE 8

Cage the Elephant and Manchester Orchestra will
play a free concert 8 p.m. Sept. 21 on South Lawn in
an event sponsored by Campus Activities Board, the
Student Government Association and Starry Nights
Music Festival.
Cage’s lead singer Matt Shultz called the concert
his most anticipated show all year.
Shultz recently sat down with the Herald to talk
about living in Bowling Green, the Starry Nights
Music Festival and Cage’s friendship with Manchester Orchestra.
Q: This year you’ve played everything from Lollapalooza to Glastonbury in England. Where does
WKU South Lawn rank in on places to play for
Cage?
A: Honestly, it’s right there at the top. I get more
nervous playing shows at home than for any other
show that we play. It’s because it means so much to
me. Not that any other shows don’t mean anything
to me, it’s just when you’re playing for people that
you love it just means so much more. It makes you
more nervous for those shows, more excited. I can’t
wait.
Q: The concert is being sponsored by Starry
Nights Music Festival. What part does it play in this
show?
A: Well the festival has been postponed ‘till
2012, because we’re moving it to a new location. So
we’re calling this a Starry Nights 2012 launch party.
We’re basically going to do 12 months to Starry
Nights. For the next 12 months we’re going to have
a Starry Nights show once a month at Tidball’s in
Bowling Green. This is the launch party of that. We
want to do something for the community and for the
students at WKU. We want to bring something to the
community that pulls everyone together. Everyone
is excited about Starry Nights Music Festival. People are crying out for great music, and Starry Nights
is a big step forward in that direction. There are so
many great local bands from Bowling Green and the
surrounding areas that deserve to be heard.
Q: So do we have confirmation that Cage The
Elephant will be playing Starry Nights 2012?
A: Oh yeah, for sure, 100 percent.
Q: Do you have anything special planned for this
show?
A: It’s us and Manchester Orchestra. We’re going
to have a food fight on stage — a peanut butter and
jelly fight.
SEE Q&A, PAGE 7

Miss Kentucky prepares for next step
By ZIRCONIA ALLENYE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Miss Kentucky is more than
a pretty face and rocking body
like many beauty queens are perceived.
Rather, Bowling Green senior Ann-Blair Thornton, 21, is a
woman of many goals. Becoming a pageant queen was just one
of her aspirations.
“My mom said I’d been saying I wanted to be Miss Kentucky since I was 3,” Thornton
said.
Her dream came to fruition
this summer on July 16 at the
Singletary Center for Arts in
Lexington.
After living a week with the
other 32 contestants and three
days of competing, Thornton
stood on stage waiting for her
fate to be announced.
Thornton, who placed first
runner up in the 2010 Miss
Kentucky pageant, said she
was expecting to place second
again.
“The idea of being Miss Kentucky was intangible,” she said. “I
knew it was in my grasp, but I just

didn’t know if I could grab it.”
Thornton said she couldn’t
remember what happened when
the announcer called her name.
“The judges told me I
screamed and hit the floor, which
is probably an accurate description,” she said.
As Miss Kentucky 2010
Djuan Trent placed the crown
atop her head, Thornton stood
there in a custom-made Sherri
Hill gown screaming and cupping her hands over her face.
Adorned in her crown and
sash, Thornton took her first
walk as Miss Kentucky 2011.
Contrary to what happens in
the TLC reality show Toddlers and
Tiaras, Thornton didn’t start competing in pageants until age 15.
“I don’t think my mom ever
thought I’d hold onto the dream
that long,” Thornton said.
Since her parents knew very
little about pageants, they wanted
Thornton to wait until she could
make her own decisions, but she
first needed a mentor.
In 2000, she watched Miss
Kentucky Heather French become
crowned Miss America, a first for
the state.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

BRYAN LEMON/HERALD

Bowling Green senior Ann-Blair Thornton, crowned Miss Kentucky over the summer, visited the Bowling Green
Chamber of Commerce last month .

“I was jumping around and
screaming when my dad came
home,” Thornton said.
Her father took notice and called

a friend who was dating French at
the time.
Thornton met her later that year
at a Christmas party and she took

her right under her wing.

SEE KENTUCKY, PAGE 6
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Pendleton, Ind., graduate student Samuel J. Hunt heads the chess club on campus. “I was the ﬁrst in my family to learn how to play chess,”
said Hunt. He has played chess since middle school.

C

is for chess

Grad student bringing love for chess to WKU

By LINDSAY KRIZ

diversions@wkuherald.com

When most people think of chess clubs,
they picture people in a room all silently
planning their next move as they both lean
over a chess board.
While this image may be partially accurate when it comes to the WKU chess club,
Sam Hunt, a graduate student from Pendleton, Ind., sees it as much more.
Before Hunt became involved with
WKU’s club, he had to learn how to play
the game.
Hunt was playing football in middle
school when he heard an announcement for
the chess club over the intercom and decided to join.
“I subbed and I was terrible,” he said. “I

was the last alternate. I had never played at
competitions.”
Eventually, after teaching himself the
game through the club and by playing
against chess masters and the computer,
Hunt became a national champion and
was known as a “national nerd” after
that.
“It was a big deal,” he said. “It was the
first time someone had ever achieved that in
the community.”
Hunt learned about the WKU chess club
in 2007 after Wieb Vandermeer, a physics
professor at WKU, asked him for help with
a tournament.
Aside from helping run WKU's chess
club, Hunt has helped bring chess to regional public schools in hopes of bettering
students’ lives.
“That intrinsic process is what’s lack-

WKU

AtoZ

Each Friday, the Herald brings you
a proﬁle inspired by a letter of the
alphabet.
ing in the school systems,” he said. “And
when you introduce chess, as research has
shown, those kids who play chess end up
being better socially.”
Hunt credited chess with helping to
improve a child’s standardized test scores,
and he said students who play chess have

a higher chance of entering into higher
learning.
Currently, he is attempting to expand the
game throughout the region, including adding programs in all Warren County and city
schools.
“We recently had the mastermind conference to train new coaches,” he said. “Nobody knew how to teach the game.”
Hunt said that he received a grant to
train 15 new teachers in the city and county
school system.
In his first two years of training, 13 programs have been added in the county, and
now 22 schools now have chess programs.
“The goal is to have 252 schools that
Western services, in 27 counties, with
11,000 kids,” he said.
Hunt has helped run multiple chess tournaments, including the Halloween Classic
in October, the Winter Invitational and the
WKU Open.
“For college chess, the intent is to create passion (for chess) in high school,” Hunt
said. “Kids come here knowing we have it.”
Vandermeer, who also teaches an Honors
Colloquium chess class, said that the game
of chess has made a comeback on campus
partly because of Hunt.
“He was so active that things sort of
boosted up,” Vandermeer said.
Hunt took an interest in setting up a
tournament after participating in a small
Chess 960, a game of chess not played by
the book, that Vandermeer held.
“He was in my physics class,” Vandermeer said. “And he came to my office and
said ‘Wow, that was a neat tournament.
Why don’t we do it again?’”
In 2008, Hunt succeeded in organizing
a large tournament with 70 kids competing,
and the game’s popularity grew from there,
Vandermeer said.
“Sam is the energy of the club,” he said.
Dorin Bobarnac-Dogaru, a television
engineer for WKU, is also a member of the
club and has been playing for almost 50
years.
“Chess is not something that can be
learned from today to tomorrow,” he said.
“It takes years, a lot of study, and one of
the main problems that we all have is that
we cannot dedicate our time exclusively to
chess.”
Bobarnac-Dogaru said he helps members learn about the game by bringing his
laptop to club meetings and trying to fuel
their interest for chess.
Although Bobarnac-Dogaru has played
chess for many years, he said Hunt is the
No. 2 player in the club and carries that talent to the community.
“He makes a lot of work for the organization,” he said. “This is very important for
the organization.”

of drug paraphernalia on Sept. 13 in the Creason lot.

CRIME REPORTS

Arrests

Reports
■ Keisha Poindexter, Rodes-Harlin Hall, reported on
Sept. 14 her moped was stolen from the McCormack Lot.
The value of the vehicle is estimated at $1,175.
■ Dwayne Gulley, a Centerplate employee, reported on
Sept. 14 a hinge on a freezer belonging to a concession
stand owned by Centerplate was damaged on Smith
Stadium Concourse 2. It appeared a concrete block was
used to break the hinge off the freezer.
■ A juvenile resident of Pearce-Ford Tower reported on
Sept. 13 that his keys and his ID were stolen from his
room. The value of the theft is estimated at $25.
■ Bradley Rey King, Keen Hall, and Charles C. Duggins
were cited for possession of marijuana and possession

■ Jared P. Lawless, PFT, had a Taser deployed against
him by WKU police on Sept. 12 after ﬂeeing from them
on foot from the University Lot. Lawless was taken to
The Medical Center for evaluation and then lodged in
the Warren County Regional Jail. Lawless was arrested
and charged with possession of marijuana, possession
of drug paraphernalia, ﬂeeing the police on foot, disorderly conduct and public intoxication. He was released
from jail the following day.
■ Dakota Perkins, Barnes-Campbell Hall, was arrested
on Sept. 12 in the Barnes lobby and charged with alcohol
intoxication in a public place. Perkins was lodged in the
Warren County Jail and released the same day.

SGA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

BOWLING GREEN
909 31-W BY-PASS
ACROSS FROM ARBY’S
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7:00am - 10:00pm

*NON SMOKING FACILITY

DROP-OFF WASH, DRY AND FOLD
LARGE CAPACITY WASHERS

2011-2012 CULTURAL ENHANCEMENT SERIES

James
Fallows
James Fallows is a national correspondent for
The Atlantic, writing from China since 2006, and
author of Postcards from Tomorrow Square.
Book signing will follow lecture.

Tuesday, September 20, 2011 | 7:30 p.m. | Van Meter Hall
All Cultural Enhancement Series events are free and open to WKU students, faculty,
staff, and the general public. Seating is on a first-come, first-seated basis.
For more information, call 270-745-5204 or email cultural.enhancement@wku.edu
WKU STUDENTS:
This event will be SWIPED into your Student Engagement Activity Transcript or S.E.A.T.

Co-sponsored by WKU’s Institute for Citizenship and Social Responsibility.

“We all agreed that it doesn’t make sense at all
to have a tobacco ban, to force students to live on
campus, and then tell them they can’t smoke if
that’s their preference,” Egerer said.
Egerer also said she does not know whether
WKU would lift the housing requirement, even
though there has been overcrowding in dorms the
past few years.
Public Relations Chairperson Cody Murphy
said SGA had “robust discussion” about the resolution, which led to a unanimous vote.
“After gathering opinions of students, we think
that we formatted the best solution to the issues
presented to us,” Murphy said.
Keyana Boka, campus improvements committee head, said she thinks the bill's stipulations are
fair.
However, Boka thinks that the ban will need to
be better enforced than the current rule of smoking at least 30 feet from a building.
While the Staff Council and University Senate
have also reviewed the tobacco ban resolution,
SGA is the only one to add the housing stipulation.
University Senate and SGA both passed the resolution, but Staff Council has not. President Gary
Ransdell has said the Board of Regents won’t support the resolution until all three campus governing bodies first do so.
University Senate President Kelly Madole said
as far as she knows, there are no plans to bring up
the issue again because it has already been voted
on, so the housing clause will not be not be addressed by the senate.
Students on campus, both smokers and nonsmokers, have differing opinions about the smoking ban.
Louisville freshman Kelly Del Grosso said she
supports the resolution.
“I think the ban is a good step towards making the campus cleaner and healthier,” Del Grosso
said.
Louisville sophomore Alexa Holloway, who
live on campus, disagrees.
“I don’t really think that’s fair because smokers
already have to deal with not being able to smoke
indoors any more, so we should have the right to
smoke outside,” Holloway said.
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Conference examines Kentucky's higher education
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@wkuherald.com

Halfway through a 20-year
plan that hopes to see more Kentuckians earn college degrees,
officials are seeing promising
results at WKU and campuses
across the commonwealth.
At a news conference about
post-secondary education improvement on Sept. 6, a new report was
announced that indicated higher
education in Kentucky has vastly
improved, but there’s still more
room for further advancements.
Doug McElroy, associate
vice-president of Enrichment
and Effectiveness, said WKU
has contributed a great deal to
the improved state numbers. He

feels WKU has been successful
in all categories listed.
“Kentucky has made great
strides,” McElroy said. “I think
the data makes that clear. I also
think WKU has played a major
role in that. I think we’ve done
more than our share.”
Highlights in the report include
Kentucky’s college attainment
rate for associate degrees and
higher education among adults 25
to 64 has improved from 24.5 to
30.5 percent — the largest change
in the nation. The six-year graduation rates at four-year institutions
improved 9 percentage points,
moving Kentucky from 44th to
35th in the nation and the percentage of college degree-holders
among younger adults has im-

proved to 33.7 percent.
In order for Kentucky to improve its economy and quality of
life, increased college attainment
must be a priority, according to
the report.
Robbin Taylor, vice-president
for Public Affairs, said WKU has
made its own gains and advances.
She stated that WKU’s graduation rate has increased from 41.7
to 48.5 percent throughout the
past decade and has awarded more
than 23,000 degrees in that time,
falling just behind the University
of Kentucky and Murray State.
“We have increased our production of (science, technology,
engineering and math) degrees.
So we are focused on the things
the reports says we should be fo-

Last Splash

cused on,” Taylor said. “We just
have to get better.”
McElroy said that improving graduation areas will lead to
other advancements.
“One of our major priorities
is increasing graduation for all
students whether that be retention or timely graduation,” he
said. “Focusing on that will help
impact other gaps.”
Despite the achievements, the
report pointed out several areas
that still needed to be improved.
One such area is the gap between white students and minorities with degrees. According to the report, the gap is now
more than 10 percentage points
wide. There is also a 6.9 percent
gap between college attainment

Construction funding
delayed at WKU with
economy suffering
By NICK BRATCHER
news@wkuherald.com

AUSTIN KOESTER/HERALD

Summer draws to a close, but not before Louisville senior Natalie Price enjoys a day
at the Barren River Lake Monday afternoon. The photograph was shot with a Bell and
Howell 35mm ﬁlm camera.

in Kentucky and the rest of the
United States.
President Gary Ransdell said
he believes WKU’s Campus Diversity Plan, currently in its finals
stages of approval, will decrease
the achievement gap between
white students and minorities.
He also said that even without
a set diversity plan, WKU has
faired well over the past decade
in minority performance.
“Even though our diversity
plan is just now being rolled
out, our performance over the
last half-dozen years and the recruitment of minority students
have been impressive,” he said.
“We’re going to pursue and
embrace all populations on our
campus aggressively.”

With the economy recovering slowly,
future construction progress on WKU’s
campus may take longer than expected.
When the Board of Regents passed the
2012-2018 Capital Plan in April, the plan
identified the primary needs of construction and renovation at WKU. At the top
of this list is the $48 million renovation
of the Ogden College of Science and Engineering.
John Osborne, vice president of Campus Services and Facilities, said the plan
ranks WKU’s needs in hopes of being included in Kentucky’s biennial state budget when the General Assembly meets in
January.
“It’s all tied to the economy,” he said.
“Some states have suffered more through
this financial crisis that we’re still in. We
have not been receiving in this last biennium a great deal of money.
“We really won’t know until April
when the session ends what the budget
bill holds for us. They have their own set
of criteria in determining what they think
is a priority.”
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice president of Academic Affairs, said WKU’s
priorities for academic progress are loosely reflected in the plan.
“The university is here primarily for
its academic purpose,” Emslie said. “It’s
very important that we provide our faculty
and our students the facilities they need to
be as productive as they can be.”

Blaine Ferrell, the dean of Ogden College, said sciences are changing so rapidly
that WKU needs this renovation to be on
the cutting edge and capable of attracting
students.
“The thing is, as you go on for a number of years, programs change and the
needs of students change,” he said. “With
technology and everything, we have some
different needs and maybe some reconfiguration is in order there.”
The proposed renovations would include a new planetarium, the demolition
of the Thompson Complex North Wing
and a renovation of the Central Wing.
Ferrell said the science campus renovation would also allow professors to
move into offices near their classrooms
and laboratories.
Right now, the bulk of classes take
place in Snell Hall and the Complex for
Engineering and Biological Sciences
while offices are spread out to other buildings, Ferrell said.
“What I really appreciated about the
faculty is they opted to put all the classrooms in the new buildings and save the
old buildings for their office, which really
speaks highly of them,” Ferrell said.
Renovating the science campus has
been an ongoing process that is now in its
fourth phase, said Bryan Russell, director
of Planning, Design and Construction.
“The Ogden College renovation has
been a work of over 10 years,” he said.
“It continues to be one of the university’s
priority goals to finish Ogden College.”

■ NEWS BRIEF
Professor continues projects
with NASA
Louis Strolger, an associate professor
of astronomy and physics, has been working with NASA on a projects for the past
few years.
Strolger said NASA has a large community of scientists working together to
do different projects.
“One is to explore the properties of the
universe through the evolution of supernovas,” Strolger said.
Strolger said he is using supernovas
to uncover what dark energy is, as it is a
major component of the universe, and to
study the energy’s strength and magnitude.
The other NASA program he works on
is high-altitude balloon exploration.
“We launch balloons into the higher,
upper stratosphere and we try to do vari-

For news throughout the week check out

wkuherald.com

ous things with them, one of which is astronomical research,” Strolger said. “We
do atmospheric research. We do meteorological research. Right now, we are running a proposal to do some micro-meteorite research.”
Having worked with NASA since
2003, Strolger intends to continue researching with the organization. With the
various NASA facilities across the United
States, Strolger said he thinks of it as a
“giant university that is scattered across
the country.”
“I’ve always wanted to be an astronaut, and then in high school I learned
that I was afraid of heights so that wasn’t
going to happen,” Strolger said. “It is the
embodiment of that dream of mine to be a
part of space exploration.”
— Aaron Frasier

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION
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TOPS to the WKU
volleyball team's 10-1
record.

BOTTOMS to Louisville and Kentucky
playing at the same
day as WKU.

TOPS to a home game
and parents weekend.

BOTTOMS to parents
seeing constant eyesore that is construction.

COLUMN

Senior starting to feel old
As I embark on my final year of college
with hopes of graduating in May (if all goes
according to plan), I am developing an awful feeling. A feeling of great remorse and
annoyance. A feeling of a receding hairline
and nursing hangovers for two days instead
of two hours.
I feel old.
After attending a party during the first
week of school, a friend turned to me and
said, “Spencer, this is the first time you’ve
ever looked old.”
Naturally, I felt I should have cut him off
with some witty comeback, but I could only
mutter, “Damn, I feel old.”
How could I not? Everyone around me
was born in either 1992 or 1993.
I’d bet money that many of my fellow
senior peers know exactly what I’m talking
about — and to you freshmen and sophomores: the day will come when you might
have to add rubbing foamy Rogaine into
your scalp every morning to your daily routine.
And don’t think you’re excluded to this

SPENCER JENKINS
Scribbled Words
opinion@wkuherald.com

“senior” feeling, ladies.
Just wait until that
gent you’ve had your
eye on for weeks goes
for the hot young
freshman who hasn’t
gained that dreaded
15 yet.
Dealing with this
is just like the griev-

ing process.
First we’re in denial that we reach the
age of 21, then anger sets in once we realize
we’re nine years away from 30 and we all
know there aren’t any more fun rites of passage after turning 21(we do get lower insurance for rental cars at 25, though).
Then we bargain with God, saying,
“Maybe if I lose 15 pounds or rub this
smelly foam in my scalp to sprout young
hairs I can look and feel 18 again.”
After the realization that time will keep
ticking despite our desperate efforts in finding the fountain of youth, the spiraling de-

pression sinks into us.
But as we all know, the final stage of the
grieving process is acceptance.
Accept the fact your hair will thin, gray
or fall out and that you might have a slight
beer gut after four years of college (five or
six years for some).
Also, accept the fact that gravity will
eventually take over your life, ladies. Sorry.
But hey, even though some of us feel old,
remember that we are still college students
and still have time to bask in what youth we
have left in us.
As cliché as it may sound, we will never
return to our college years nor get to experience the confusion, exploration and reckless
fun of our late teens and early twenties ever
again.
So I ask you to do this for me before
you’re working a nine-to-five job with a
spouse and kids: ball out your senior year of
college and have the time of your life. And
to underclassmen, don’t wish your college
life away because it blurs away before you
know it.

TOPS to a FREE Cage
the Elephant Concert on
campus.

BOTTOMS to guys
running around in their
speedos. Seriously
swimmers, stop that.

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the
editor (250 words or
less) or a commentary
(500 words and a
photo). E-mail them
to opinion@wkuherald.com.

COMMENTARY

Student: Cell phones destroy true socialization
I want to destroy all cell
phones; I wish they never existed. I wish I never felt a mechanical vibration sensation on
my mid-thigh. I wish the fingers
of the girl beside me in class
fall off for texting her sorority
sister (who she sees 20 times a
day), whether or not hooking up
with that dude in the bathroom
of GADS at 3 a.m. had anything to do with why the banana
nut muffin she ate that evening
looked like a glazed donut when
she threw it up this morning.
When someone pays over
$1,000 for a class and can’t keep
from texting or playing a game
on their iPhone for 55 minutes,
it makes me a lot angrier than a
bird on a 3.5 inch display screen.

If
I
were a
professor
and I saw
someone
texting in
my class,
I would
k i c k
them out
NICK WELLER
and imSTANFORD
mediateSENIOR
ly give
them an
F, as in
“are you F-ing serious?”
If you’re only in school to
party, have sex, and text — go
home, tell your parents they
messed up somewhere along
the way and enroll back in high

school.
Why is it that at every red
light I encounter, I see someone
staring down at the floor?
If you’re driving and your gas
pedal isn’t stuck and if your floor
mat is not on fire, there shouldn’t
be a reason to look like you’re
in a staring contest with your
crotch.
To all my friends that religiously ride their bikes in the
street to get around town, are
you not scared? I’ll never ride
my bike on a street in Bowling
Green.
I’m terrified to think about
some hormone-crazed, Xanax
popping, zit-faced teenager,
“driving” their parents’ late
1990’s gas-guzzling SUV, who’s

more concerned with their allimportant text message, which
reads “wht up,” than keeping
their glazed eyes on the road.
I’m not taking that chance
when a narrow-minded 16-yearold thinks the vibration in her
purse is more important than
driving a 2,000 pound machine
at 40 miles an hour.
Cell phones don’t help, they
only hinder. They make us lazy
and destroy our social skills as we
become more addicted to them.
We’ve all seen the friends
that go up the wall—like Freddy
Krueger when he kills that first
chick while she’s in bed with her
boyfriend in the first Nightmare
on Elm Street—when they lose
or break their cell phones.

Those people become like
their cell phones; they either
can’t function or become lost.
Is it their fault that they’re addicted, or do we blame our society to be socially “connected”
through technology at all times?
Are we really becoming more
connected to each other, or more
connected to our gadgets?
Humans are social animals.
We thrive for the contact of others. If left with little or no social
interaction and stimulation, we
become crazy.
With cell phones, the internet, social-networking sites,
Twitter, etc., we’ll find out what
too much social stimulation, or
the wrong kind, does to us soon
enough.
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Take a Break

...for goodness sake!

from the hill
@alderdice: Edward v. Jacob. PC
v. Mac. Coke v. Pepsi. Doughty v.
Jakes is the next rivalry. What'll it
be #WKU: #teamjakes or #teamdoughty? -sent Monday 9/12
@bsteele808: Who ever has taken
over the wku greek system, I have
contacted my lawyers and I'm filing a
lawsuit against you #youknowwhoyouare #Ihateyou -sent Wednesday 9/14
@Musselwhite52:
5:30
am
fire drill after not going to bed til
1….deff had to sleep in and miss
astronomy. Wku is hurting my education process #wtf #sodumb -sent
Wednesday 9/14

@RikkiTikki93: WKU had the
nerve to have a fire drill at 5:30 IN THE
MORNING!!!!! -sent Wednesday 9/14
@prince_kino: Just got a hi 5
from WKU president Gary ransdell
:D -sent Wednesday 9/14
@Aday09: Why must WKU keep
lab rooms so cold #frigid -sent Wednes-

ACROSS
1 Graduating group
6 Gear tooth
9 Vaporized water
14 Marx brother
15 Set down
16 The Velvet Fog
17 "The Jetsons" dog
18 Org. of Federer and Roddick
19 One of the archangels
20 Movie house
22 Sorrow
24 Bangkok man
25 Caps ending?
26 Whopper
29 Sea eagle
30 Sacred words
35 Approved openly
38 Stepped lively
39 Ova
40 Chinese religion
42 Great landmass
43 Furry marsupials
46 Desert stinger
49 Flashing lights
51 Stage prompt
52 Superman's letter
53 "Norma __"
54 Urgent letters?
56 Part of EDT
60 Kissimmee's neighbor
64 Hi, on HI
65 Star Wars, initially
67 "Siddhartha" writer
68 Commotions
69 John's Yoko
70 Facilitates
71 Begin
72 Flowed
73 Naked or raving mad?
DOWN
1 Chew the fat
2 Bind with cord
3 Comic Johnson
4 Fat avoider of rhyme
5 Comforter
6 Single-reed woodwind
7 Mare's morsel
8 Fertilizer ingredient
9 Learner

www.facebook.com/wkuherald
www.facebook.com/chhsports
@wkuherald
@wkuheraldsports
@wkuheraldnews
College Heights Herald

Call (270)745-2653 to
sponsor a puzzle today!

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

10
11
12
13
21
23
26
27
28
31

Undecided
Small Great Lake
Iowa city
Allen and Blanc
Dumbo's "wings"
Lamenter's cry
Onions' kin
Gold brick
__ Allan Poe
Golf hazard

32
33
34
36
37
41
44
45
47
48

WWII riveter
So long, senorita
Penn and Astin
Christiania, now
German article
Important event
Side by side
Brown quickly
Kick out
Arrives at

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

50
55
56
57
58
59
61
62
63
66

Detection device
Pants fold
Digs in
Scads
Whiskey spritz
God with a hammer
Greek peak
Addict
Cubicle feature
Genetic fingerprints

wkuherald.com

News, blogs, photos, and more!

day 9/14

@teamcarriedoee: wku shouldve
kept their on campus taco bell.. -sent

iPhone App

Wednesday 9/14

@djwrig04: Cage the elephant,
ETF, and manchester orchestra are
coming to wku on the 21st for a free
concert, Thats pretty dope if you ask
me! -sent Tuesday 9/13

Android App

@sierra_boldin: This girl behind
me is talking about how WKU campus is so spread out. NO! Go to UK!
Now that is one spread out campus.
-sent Wednesday 9/14

email your events to editor@wkuherald.com

Friday, 9/16

Constitution Birthday Bash, 11:30 a.m., Grise lawn
Jazz Clinic featuring percussionist Dann Sherrill and
bassist Woody Lingle, 11:30 a.m., Fine Arts Center
recital hall

Saturday, 9/17

Gamers' Guild, 5 p.m. to 10:45 p.m., DUC 310B
Civil War Sesquicentennial Celebration, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., Kentucky Museum
President's Festival, 3:30 p.m., South Lawn
Football vs. Indiana State, 6 p.m., Smith
Stadium

Sunday, 9/18

Hidden Gems for the Oboe, Kristin Polk and Ben Polk
Faculty Recital, 3 p.m., recital hall

Monday, 9/19

Financial Aid Counseling, 1 to 2:30 p.m., Garrett 100

wkuherald.com/sports/ultimate_fan

5

Tuesday, 9/20

Cultural Enhancement Series: James Fallows,
national correspondent for The Atlantic, 7:30 p.m.,
Van Meter Hall
Grace Kowalczyk, Piano Guest Recital, 7:30 p.m.,
recital hall

Wednesday, 9/21

Major and Minors Fair, 11 a.m., Garret Conference
Center Ballroom
Invisible Children, 7 to 8 p.m., DUC 310A
Cage the Elephant Concert, 8 p.m., South Lawn

Thursday, 9/22

Noon Tunes, 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., DUC Lobby
Louisa May Alcott: Literary Phenomenon and Social
Reformer Presentation, 6 p.m., Kentucky Museum
Chess Club, 6 p.m to 9 p.m., Faculty House

Friday, 9/23

Julia Heinen clarinet recital, 11:30 a.m., recital hall
Vollyball vs. UALR, 7 p.m., Diddle Arena
The Symphony Presents Club Swing, 8 to 10 p.m.,
Van Meter

Have
suggestions
or

ideas
for the

fun
page?

Email us at
editor@wkuherald.com
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Professor serves state as climatologist
By SHANE WOOD
diversions@wkuherald.com

Stuart Foster is more
than just a WKU professor, though he would be
the last person to boast
about his accolades.
If he were to list his
accomplishments,
Foster would have to include
Kentucky state climatologist, president-elect of the
American
Association
of State Climatologists
(AASC), director of the
Kentucky Mesonet and the
Kentucky Climate Center,
and professor of geography at WKU.
In one year, Foster’s
president-elect status for
the AASC will be dropped
and he will inherit a greater role. Starting July 2012,
Foster will begin a two
year term as president for
the AASC.
“We have a mission
of providing climate services to the people around

the state, whether it’s private individual citizens or
branches of local and state
government,” Foster said.
As a climatologist, Foster studies climate change,
climate variability and predicts the effect of weather
on crops and vegetables.
The AASC, a professional organization founded in 1976, helps provide
climate services for the nation and improves communication when data arises.
As AASC president,
Foster will engage in regularly scheduled monthly
conference calls and periodic national meetings.
As director of the Kentucky Mesonet and Kentucky Climate Center, the
state climate office located
in the Environmental Sciences and Technology
Building in Room 356,
Foster’s work consists of
managing risks associated
with daily weather and impending climate change.

KENTUCKY
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

“She was truly a godsend to
get me involved,” Thornton said.
“Who in the world knows where
I’d be.”
In preparation for the
pageants, Thornton devoted her
time to the piano, which she
played in her first pageant at Bell
County High School.
“I was contestant number one
in the dead of winter,” she said.
“I was scared to death.”
When the power unexpectedly
went out during her piano solo,
Thornton pushed through while
stage hands held flashlights over
her keys.
She was named second
runner-up.
“I was so excited to hear my
name called,” she said.
Thornton continued doing

His duties don’t go unnoticed by students and
colleagues of the department of Geography and
Geology. After all, he has
been at WKU for the past
24 years.
Eaton, Ohio, graduate
student Christopher Blinn
has only high praise for his
advisor.
“I would argue that he
is by far one of the most
knowledgeable professors
and faculty members on
campus,” said Blinn, who's
majoring in Geosciences.
Blinn, who will defend his thesis and graduate in December, worked
with Foster while making
maps of different weather
stations across America.
After building a business
relationship with the professor, Blinn was able to
make Foster his advisor.
“I cannot speak enough
of Dr. Foster,” Blinn said.
With the help of his education from WKU, Blinn

pageants through high school
and won Miss Kentucky Teen in
2007.
When she came to WKU, she
continued competing while also
becoming involved on campus.
She joined Chi Omega
and
Student
Government
Association, where she served as
secretary of student senate and
public relations chair.
“I was really involved in
sorority life, and now all of
my friends are doing the senior
things,” Thornton said. “That’s
what I’m missing the most.”
Bardstown senior Laura Beth
Blanford met Thornton when
they roomed together freshman
year and joined Chi O.
Blanford remembered when
Thornton won Miss Bowling
Green, which was also her title
when she won Miss Kentucky
this year.
“This has been a goal of hers

LESLYE DAVIS/HERALD

Stuart Foster, a geography professor at WKU, was recently elected as president for the
American Association of State Climatologists. The position begins July 2012.

already has landed a job
as a Geographic Information System consultant in
Indiana.
Another student, Paducah senior Lee Camp-

ever since I met her,” Blanford
said.
Somerset
senior
Jasey
Beckman, who roomed with
Thornton and Blanford last
year, said Thornton gets a lot
of support from her Chi Omega
sisters.
“We wanted her to know
the Chi Os were behind her,”
Beckman said.
Thornton isn't taking classes
right now while she lives in a
furnished studio apartment in
Lexington to fulfill her duties
associated with her title.
Thornton said she was
nervous and excited about the
move because she had never
lived alone.
“I lived with my four sorority
sisters, so it’s kind of sad coming
home to a lonely apartment,” she
said.
Throughout the year, she
will travel to Kentucky public

bell, has also worked with
Foster in the Kentucky
Climate Center.
Campbell, president of
the WKU chapter of the
American Meteorological

schools as the spokesperson for
the Kentucky Proud program and
her platform about Alzheimer’s
disease.
“I want to talk to kids about
hard work, patience, love and
how important it is to be good to
others,” she said.
Kentucky Proud encourages
citizens to buy products
produced in Kentucky. Her
platform is in honor of her
grandfather, who died of
Alzheimer’s in 2009.
Blanford said she believes
Thornton will do a lot with her
platform because of her passion
for it.
“It’s more than just a crown
to her,” Blanford said. “She’ll go
out of her way to represent the
state well.”
Beckman said Thornton
won’t let her title consume her
because she’s so down-to-earth,
never meets a stranger and is

Society, said WKU is special because of professors
like Foster.
“At WKU, we have
professors that are willing
to help,” Campbell said.

appreciative of everything.
“I think she’ll be same old
Ann-Blair, just well-traveled and
a lot of fun as usual,” Beckman
said.
After her reign, Thornton
wants to finish her last year at
WKU and go to law school.
She said her family keeps her
grounded and focused.
“It’s important to stay
humble,” Thornton said. “I
realize that people are excited
to see Miss Kentucky, not me.”
Beckman and Blanford said
they can’t wait to cheer her on
as she competes for the Miss
America crown in Las Vegas on
Jan. 14, 2012.
Although she’s nervous,
Thornton said she will be more
than ready to compete.
“Every day is about preparing
for the job, not just the pageant,”
she said. “It’s the craziest
feeling.”
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Basketball poster photo shoot sees low turnout
By CHELA COUNTS
sports@wkuherald.com

It was marketed a rare
and unique fan opportunity for all WKU students.
On less than a day's
notice, about 50 students
took WKU up on an offer Wednesday in Diddle
Arena to be a part of a
photo shoot. Those 50
will appear alongside the
men’s basketball team
on this year’s schedule
poster.
Lindsay Thomas, Assistant Athletic Director
for Marketing and Ticket
Sales, said enough people
showed up for the shoot
to be successful, even
though an informational
email sent Wednesday
morning called for 400 or
more.

“These are our hardcore, die-hard fans,” she
said, “I’m so excited
because those are the
students that come to so
many of our games — not
just basketball, but volleyball, soccer, baseball
and softball.”
An email was sent
out by Blair Silliman,
Coordinator of Student
Programs for Housing
and Residence Life, on
Wednesday morning just
before 9 a.m. to some students information about
the photo shoot.
Louisville sophomore
Ryan Williams said he received an email through
the “Code Red” mail
group. He said he was excited and prepared for the
moment once he read it.
“Whenever I come
here it’s always so much

energy and momentum
in my body, and I get to
release it here at WKU,”
Williams said.
With Hilltopper Hysteria set for Oct. 14,
many of the fans from
the student section are
already excited for this
year’s season to begin.
Flint, Mich., freshman
Brandon Gifford said
he’s expecting a lot from
the Toppers this season.
“Since it’s my freshman year, I expect that
we’re going to go all out
because we are Hilltoppers and we expect nothing but that,” Gifford said.
The photo shoot itself
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
lasted about 20 minutes.
The WKU men's basketball team gathered with about 50 students Wednesday at Diddle
The men’s basketball
Arena to shoot photos for the 2011-2012 poster.
team joined with the stuThomas says that stu- Basketball poster during
dents by painting their forward Vinny Zollo even
chests with “WKU HILL- went as far as to paint his dents can expect to re- this year’s Hilltopper
ceive the WKU Men’s Hysteria on Oct. 14.
TOPPERS.”
Freshman face white.

Kentucky Building hosts Civil War events
By KEVIN ALLEN
news@wkuherald.com

It has been 150 years since
the outbreak of the Civil War,
and this Saturday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., the Kentucky
Building is commemorating
the event with a day of demonstrations and activities.
The museum is coordinating with other historic sites
and groups to create “Remembering the Civil War,” a
city-wide event marking the
sesquicentennial anniversary
of the war, said Christy Spurlock, educational curator and
assistant professor at the Kentucky Building.
The event isn't only catering to history buffs though.
Spurlock said it is important
to make sure that the event has

universal appeal.
“It’s really for anyone, from
the hardcore civil war re-enactor to someone who is just interested in civil war history,”
she said. “There is something
for all interest groups.”
The museum will have
events for all ages, ranging
from a scavenger hunt to period music and costumed reenactors.
Civil War soldier drill demonstrations will be given by
the entrance of the museum
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. by Michael Trapasso, a transitional
retiree professor of geography
and a civil war re-enactor.
Robyn Swanson, a music
professor, will give period
dance lessons from 11 a.m. to
12 p.m.
There will also be demon-

strations of Civil War-era photography by Wendell Decker
of Vintage Image Studios
throughout the day, weather
permitting.
The efforts of African
American soldiers in Kentucky during the war will be
remembered with a presentation by Robert Bell, a historian and member of 12th U.S.
Colored Heavy Artillery, the
educational outreach arm of
the Camp Nelson Heritage
Foundation. Bell will also be
displaying several personal
artifacts.
Events at the Kentucky
Museum are free and open to
the public, and for more information about events there
and around Bowling Green,
go to www.visitbgky.com/
civilwar.

Health Services
nearing accreditation
By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

WKU Health Services is entering the final
stages of a three-year accreditation process.
WKU began the Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC)
accreditation process in 2009 and expects to
be completed by 2012.
“We’re really excited,” said Ann Mead,
vice president for Finance and Administration. “It’s an unusual and impressive accomplishment.”
Vicky Rosa, executive director of Health
Services, said there are many different areas
the center is currently looking at to finish up
the process.
“We’re going through all of our policies
and procedures, looking at quality improvements and making sure we have the patients
best interests in mind,” she said.
Rosa said the big areas health services is
examining are peer review and patient care.
According to the AAAHC website, accreditation is a voluntary process in which
an institution measures the quality of their
services and performance against nationally
recognized standards.
The accreditation process involves
self-assessment and review by the

PARENT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Tim and Ellen Gott, along with
their children, WKU’s 2011 Family
of the Year, will be honored at half
time.
Preparation for Parent Weekend
begins a year in advance, according
to Assistant Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving, Amy Miller.
Immediately following Parent Weekend, the five departments get together
to discuss improvements for the next
year. When the football schedule is
released in the spring they pick a date
for the fall and begin the Family of
the Year process.
“WKU values their parents,” Miller said. “We want parents to know
they are a part of their student’s experience. We want them to see how their
children have grown and show them
their new life.”
Doing everything from mowing
the grass to getting rid of trash, the
Department of Facilities Manage-

AAAHC surveyors.
The AAAHC accreditation certificate “is
a symbol that an organization is committed
to providing high-quality health care and
that it has demonstrated that commitment by
measuring up to the nationally-recognized
standards of AAAHC high standards,” according to the website.
WKU Health Services decided to begin this process based on the department’s
growth over the past several years.
Rosa, who joined WKU in July, said the
accreditation process was just starting up
when she got here.
As the person who now oversees the accreditation process, Rosa said she is very excited to see it through.
Rosa came from Butler University in Indianapolis, where she was director of Butler
University Health Services for 13 years.
“I was quietly moving the center there towards accreditation, but we were very small,
and there weren’t a lot of people who could
get in and help with the effort,” she said.
Rosa said when she got the job at WKU
and found out the university is also working
towards accreditation, she was really pleased.
“People have really worked hard to make
sure the patients are well taken care of,” she
said. “I think it’s great.”

ment works all year to keep the Hill
looking beautiful.
“We like to imagine every weekend is parents weekend,” the manager of Campus Services, Joshua
Twardowski said. “That way that
the campus is always ready for such
events.”
Facilities Management pays extra
attention to campus upkeep in the two
weeks before Parent Weekend, focusing on areas such as South Lawn and
DUC.
“The grounds crew takes pride
in their work, and I think it shows,”
Twardowski said.
During the event, 10 grounds crew
members will work to make sure there
is no trash or debris on the lawns or
gardens. The increase in activities and
guests will require additional trashcans and vigilance to make sure none
of them overflow, he said.
“We feel that if the parents see
how well we maintain the grounds,
it will make them feel good about
having their children attend WKU,”
Twardowski said.

If you go: Kentucky Building Events
■ Civil War Writing Activity : 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
■ Scavenger Hunt : 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
■ Civil War Costume Dress Up : 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
■ Civil War Photography (weather permitting) : 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
■ A Call to War (Film) : 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and 12 p.m.
■ Civil War Dance : 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
■ KY Manuscript Collection : 12 to 1 p.m.
■ Robert Bell “Kentucky’s African American Soldiers in the Civil
War” : 1 to 2 p.m.
■ Soldier Demonstrations : 2 to 3:30 p.m.
■ Period Music : 2 to 4 p.m.

Q&A
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

Q: Manchester Orchestra recently
took your friends, Sleeper Agent, on
tour with them and have been playing
a lot of shows with you. Can you tell us
about that friendship?
A: A couple years ago we went on
tour with those guys and Silversun
Pickups, who have also become really
good friends of ours. We all hit it off
on that tour, got really close and stayed
in touch. We’ve done several tours together. They’ve had bands they’ve introduced to us and vice-versa. I guess
we’ve kind of created a community, although I don’t feel like we’re trying to.
It’s difficult though, because we’re touring and playing festivals and they’re
like one step behind us sometimes. So
we’ll write letters to each other and
leave them behind in cities.
Q: How do you feel about Sleeper
Agent’s recent success?
A: It’s freaking weird man. We all
used to go to high school together and
we’d sit around in circles just playing
songs, all the bands in the Bowling
Green area. There’s something special
happening in the area. There’s a lot
of great music happening, something
real.
Q: You’ve stayed very involved
with Bowling Green despite your success. Why is that?
A: I still live in Bowling Green.
We’ll never forget where we came
from. This is where we started play-

ADJUST
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Wright said that helps veterans with career
counseling, gaining GI Bill benefits, academic
advising, financial aid, filling out school applications and finding specific veteran-only scholarships.
Bowling Green native David Angle is an
adult education specialist, and said that he instructs the students to help get into a secondary school.
Angle, an Army veteran, said that veterans
have special sets of circumstances to work with.
“The veterans are coming from military life
that has a brotherhood that isn’t in the civilian
world,” Angle said.
But there are a variety of challenges facing
the veterans in the upward bound program.
While these veterans have served America
in both peace and wartime, there is an age
gap between them and other students which
can cause interesting dynamics in the classroom.
Mounce said that he thinks he will be the
oldest in his class once he starts working on
his degree.

ing music. We started writing songs
because we had nothing to do. Our
friends would be having house parties,
so we would write a batch of songs to
play for our friends. Everyone would
get tired of that, so we’d write another batch of songs and that kind of
became albums, so we formed a band.
That’s kind of how all of the bands in
Bowling Green got started. So when
we come back home it really means a
lot to us, because the reason we started writing music in the first place is
Bowling Green.
Q: How much time in a year do you
usually spend in Bowling Green?
A: Not very much (laughs). I’d like
to spend more but just literally touring
has been… This is our fourth week all
year that we’ve had at home.
Q: When you are in Bowling Green,
what are some of your favorite things
to do and places to visit?
A: I love going to Greener Groundz.
It’s my favorite restaurant in Bowling
Green. I love the food there. Plus, it’s a
cool place to chill out. My friends hang
out at Spencer’s Coffee House. It’s like
a less corporate Starbucks with better
coffee. For the most part, it’s mostly
the people that I enjoy being in town
for. The place that I regularly hang in
the Manor House, which is, well either
you know what the Manor House is or
you don’t know what the Manor House
is.
The Herald also sat down with
Manchester Orchestra member Chris
Freeman. Pick up the Sept. 20 edition
for the full interview.

Franklin freshman George Noe said the
first day of class, other students wouldn’t sit
near him.
Noe, an Army veteran, was 48 years old
when he started the program, and he had just
started his first semester taking classes on
campus.
He said that the other students could feel
intimidated about the physical gap along with
the age gap in his class, but he believes the
interaction will come.
“They probably don’t know what to make
of me,” Noe said.
Because of the age gap, there is also a lifeexperience difference between students that
start college right after high school and the
veterans who are in class.
Also, veterans such as Melvin Baldwin, a
Vietnam veteran from Adairville, have already
had a taste of life.
“I’ve been around the world nine times,”
Baldwin said.
Another difference the veterans face is
adapting from military to college life.
“In military life, you are told when to be,
where to be, how to be,” Noe said.
Noe said he is now learning a new type of
responsibility.

8

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

TONGUE
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

Hoge said her confidence has grown since
she turned to writing as an outlet and became an
English major.
“Being a kid, I couldn’t communicate
my emotions that well, so I would write to
express myself,” she said. “I just loved it.”
Because Hoge will live with the impediment for the rest of her life, she said it can
be kind of depressing and hard to accept.
However, Hoge said her blog has helped
her to change her perspective on her stuttering.
“It’s a part of who you are, and you
can use it to make positive changes in the
world,” she said.
“You know what you want to say, but
you can’t say it. And you have to think so
much faster than others.”
Her problem words begin with the letter
"F." So, before saying a word such as freezing, she will make a conscious effort to say
the word, “cold” instead, in a process she said
is call substitution.
“Certain letters affect people differently,”
Hoge said. “It is such a psychological thing.”
Hoge said that she has also received feedback on how her blog has helped others who
have the impediment or know someone who
has it.
Campbellsburg senior Cameran Smith had
seen Hoge’s blog before she realized she had a
class with her this semester.
“It was inspiring,” Smith said. “I thought
it was fascinating because I had never known
anyone with a speech impediment, and it is cool
how she is overcoming it and helping others.”
Hoge said she hopes to continue writing
about the disorder.
“Because I am a writer, I do know that I have
this speech impediment for a reason,” she said.
Hoge continues to stay positive and to actively help others who are battling this problem.
“Instead of wishing for something to happen, just live your life,” she said. “Don’t be
afraid to show who you are.”
To see Hoge’s blog, visit www.
TheUntamedTongue.blogspot.com.
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Constitution Week recap
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In honor of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, this year’s Constitution
Week was themed “The Tenth
Anniversary of 9/11: Lessons
Learned.”
Saundra Ardrey, political science department head, said she
was pleased with the week.
“This generation of college
students were very young when
9/11 happened, and this an opportunity for them,” she said.
“And they’ve taken full advantage of it, getting the information
about 9/11 and how things have
changed — things this generation thinks are normal in terms
of security and some rights we
may have lost.”
The following are various
highlights from the activities
throughout the week.
SATURDAY
Constitution Week kicked

EXCHANGE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Another student who took
part in the experience was
Bowling Green senior Jennifer
McCoy, who said while
wearing the hijab throughout
the day, she was reminded that
she was different.
“I felt a lot of people were
looking at me,” McCoy said.
“But I don’t know if it was
because I’m this really pale
white girl wearing a hijab or
if they were looking at me
because they thought I was
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policy of intervention in the
Middle East.
Henderson began the lecture
with a warning: Freedom in the
United States is at great risk.
Not from terrorists, Henderson
said, but rather the reaction of
the government that leads to the
curtailing of civil liberties.
TUESDAY
“Abraham’s Children,” a
film about Muslim youth dealing with prejudice, diversity
and other 9/11 related issues,
was shown by the Institute for
Citizenship and Social Responsibility. According to the documentary’s website, the Muslim
students of New York City
portrayed in the film provide a
“stark contrast” to inaccurate
media portrayals of Muslims.
WEDNESDAY
As part of Constitution week
and the anniversary of 9/11,
Ryan Hall, the director of the
English as a Second Language

Institute (ESLI), hosted a discussion Wednesday about the
“Perceptions and Realities of
WKU Middle Eastern Students
Post 9/11.”
Many students from the
Middle East and Asia attended
and discussed their own experiences since coming to America.
There was a common theme
that developed throughout the
discussion — not to “paint a
group of people with a broad
brush,” which many students
said causes cultural misunderstandings.
THURSDAY
“Project Affect: Fall Student
Engagement Fair” began at 11
a.m. and lasted until 2 p.m. on
Centennial Mall. Campus and
community organizations came
out to show students ways to get
involved through service and
become more active citizens.
—Reporter Cameron Koch
contributed to this story.

Muslim.”
Saundra Ardrey, political
science department head and
co-director of the ICSR, came
up with the idea of American
students wearing the hijab for
a day in order to “walk a mile
in their shoes.”
Several years ago, Ardrey
said she traveled to Egypt and
was intrigued by the culture,
the food and by the way the
women dressed and behaved.
An Egyptian friend suggested
Ardrey wear the full veil,
which consists of being
completely covered with only
the eyes showing.

“I have to say it was a
different experience for me,
and I was convinced that I
wanted other women to share
that experience, because
sometimes we are critical of
things we don’t understand,”
Ardrey said. “Come and walk a
mile in my shoes so that you can
have a different perspective,
or even if you don’t have a
different perspective, at least
you’ve experienced a different
culture.”
Some of the Saudi women,
such as Dima Badghaish,
business manager at the
English as a Second Language

Institute, said it’s important
for people to understand that
Muslim women wear the hijab
for religious reasons. It’s a
way to show appreciation for
God and respect yourself and
your body, she said.
“The only males who get to
see (without hijab on) is your
immediate family, your father,
your sibling and your uncle
and of course your husband,”
Badghaish said. “The idea of
wearing the hijab is to show
modesty and not flash your
body. You don’t show your
goods — you’re all covered
up.”
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off Saturday afternoon before
the WKU football game against
Navy with an event on South
Lawn called “We Remember
9/11.” The event, hosted by the
ALIVE Center, offered students
a chance to pay tribute to 9/11
attacks one decade later.
Aurelia Spaulding, communications and marketing coordinator for ALIVE, said about 200
participants stopped by the event
and signed a remembrance banner that is now hanging in the
Downing University Center.
MONDAY
David Henderson, a research
fellow at the Hoover Institute at
Stanford University, presented
“Lessons Not Learned from
9/11: An Economic, Numerate,
Constitutional Perspective” as
the first lecture of the week.
Henderson made the case
that the attacks on 9/11 were
motivated not by American freedoms, but rather a long-standing
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